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Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I want to give an update about the work in our little part of the world down here in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.
It is amazing how smooth things are going even though the island has just emerged beat up
from two hurricanes. Just a few years ago of course we had that devastating earthquake from
which Haiti is still recovering. About 300,000 folks lost their lives. This catastrophe is considered
the worst in modern times. I still have people thank us for the work our churches did to alleviate
their losses, their pain and suffering. I am still so thankful for the many churches and individuals
who supported and aided our many churches in Haiti. Because we have so many churches that
received help, it helped them to assist every community around them.

Early this month, I travelled in and around North Haiti and the northern border (between Haiti
and the Dominican Republic) to check on the buildings we had restored. We assisted quite a
few members of the Body of Christ by rebuilding and restoring the homes of their elderly
members. (Actually 22 homes in Haiti and 5 homes on the Dominican side). I sent several
Timothy Teams to that area over the course of 12 months while Brother Erique Bathard tackled
the south and central part of Haiti totally rebuilding 8 church buildings and restoring 4 more
(mainly replacing the roofs).

I found that all the work I had ordered was done properly and efficiently. All in all only one
church building is still left in ruins as the funds ran out, which is bound to happen as one can
understand. We all can only do so much. I still marvel over the fact just how much we all
accomplished. It is no doubt the most challenging thing we ever did but now in retrospect we
thank God for giving us the wisdom, the will to succeed and the will to serve. Some work is still
ongoing but it is only minor work,

I also had to go to the Dominican capital twice this month. The first time I visited three new
congregations near the capital which some of my graduates have established. I spent one week
there and taught many classes and I was able to strengthen and encourage the members.
The second trip was about to get legal things taken care of (imports of duty free materials for the
churches). This I accomplished in one day. The trip to the Capital from Puerto Plata is a four
hour (each way), rough and dangerous bus ride. I refuse to drive my own truck. Coming back
from Santo Domingo, just as I was ready to board my bus, there was an armed attack on the
bus station. People came running towards me, screaming, trying to escape the crazed gun man.



I had no choice but to dive in between two busses. The danger was soon under control as
police arrived. We were a couple of hours late but otherwise there was no problem. This has
happened to me a few times before so I have been there.
My daughter asked me, how are you always in such situations? Well, I told her this is the third
world, other norms and other habits exist. Just look at Europe, crimes have quadrupled and
more in some countries, violence is rampant. Last night in Sweden, Sweden! who would have
thought that? As a certain president said, and he was right.
Sweden had 5-6 murders a year when I lived there 40 years ago. Today they have that many
each day. I kid you not.

But back to my work in POP, that is Puerto Plata where we have our school of preaching.
Monday night I had a visiting pastor (Pentecostal), he came to class as he had heard so much
about our school. He told us he wanted to know more, take clases with his leaders to learn
about the church of Christ (his words). Yesterday, a pastor from another Pentecostal church
was visiting and wondered what I had to say about prophecy, tongue speaking, healing,
miracles. Now THAT is my specialty (I came out of that 40 years ago). I told the visitor that THIS
IS GOING TO OFFEND YOU, but this is the truth. I spoke from 7-10:30pm. At the conclusion of
the class I asked the preacher what he thought. He answered, THAT IS THE MOST
INCREDIBLE THING I HAVE EVER HEARD BUT I SUSPECTED IT. Please come and help me
to teach that along with the true salvation story to my congregation. He said he had only 60
members but if we found them worthy, please come.

Isn't that great? After all these years we still get whole churches begging to come and teach
them. One of our graduates, Paul, over the course of two years has converted 3 new
congregations near POP. He brought 6 of his members to my classes. There is so much to be
done. We rejoyce that this is so.

I just want to thank you all for your support and your prayers. I will try to come and report to you
next year. For the end of this year, with all the budgets being made up for 2018 I beg you to
consider us again next year. Please partner with us in this absolutely amazing work. We will
need to increase our support for next year (due to lost funds and increased expenses). Please
consider us again. My truck is falling apart and I need to replace it desperately. I don't know how
to find time to go and look for support so I have to rely upon your kindness and wisdom and
foresight.

Well folks, let this rather lengthy report suffice, showing what we are doing down here. Thank
you all again. I really appreciate your help so much.

God bless,

Joe Worndle


