HAITI UPDATE: November 16, 2016
Dear Folks:
Let me give a short description. I took 4 men from our northern TIMOTHY TEAMS with me to the northern part of Haiti to make an
evaluation of the situation after the Hurricane Matthew disaster. More than 300,000 people lost everything they owned in the south of Haiti
where the destruction was almost total. We lost 8 of our church buildings and we lost 12 of our members. Many of our brothers and sisters
lost everything. Quick and well planned action was necessary to preserve lives and to help to feed the many starving folks. And especially to
make sure to help to avoid disease. (Some cases of Cholera had been reported). Our southern TIMOTHY TEAMS had already been busy,
trucking in water, food, blankets, building supplies for more than three weeks.
The northern churches felt left out as we concentrated our efforts in the south where indeed most all of the damage occurred. I was told that
people were dying in the north because of lack of assistance, mainly due to the present inundation. I sent a TEAM to investigate and they
came back with pretty sad news. The north had mainly been spared by the hurricane but since the storm, it has rained night and day,
flooding everything in the north of the Dominican Republic and Haiti (see insert). We have had almost three weeks of heavy rains, flooding
everything, destroying bridges, homes, farms, plantations, claiming lives, destroying lives. In fact, we left last Wednesday to go across the
border to go to Haiti but we had to turn back after only 40 minutes of travel under very dangerous road conditions. One of many rivers
flooded our most important bridge and we had to turn back as there are no alternative roads.
We tried again the next day and it worked just fine. We bought a lot of water at the border, along with as many bags of rice and beans we
were able to carry. We found 11 of 15 churches in distress. Several of our members losing their homes. Many farmers losing everything to
the raging floods.
It will be necessary to assist our brethren in the north and we are happy to do so in a limited way. Most of all, the brethren were happy to see
us and praised us and all of you who gave so generously who thought about them in their perilous situation. I was touched by their happy
acknowledgement that help could only come from you all. We left early this morning for Puerto Plata, where we arrived just one hour ago.
The southern TIMOTHY TEAMS make 4 trips per week with two trucks to southern churches. From the pictures you see people signing for
rice, water, oils, other groceries. You can also see the horrible road conditions here up in the north as the rain is coming down with
undiminished force. As this tropical system moves out by Sunday another system is coming in from Puerto Rico.
The most heartwarming and encouraging thing I saw yesterday was seeing the various churches meeting in the damaged church buildings,
worshipping on the Lords Day, praising God for sparing them.
In the south people worshipped under their umbrellas vowing to rebuild.
I will send more pictures along with more news as soon as I can get time. I was running a fever for the past 5 days and being out in the rain
did not help any. But my cough is much better now and I am fever free.
Once more I want to thank you all for your support. It is such a pleasure to be able to put food on the tables of those who lost all but it should
be you who should see the many thankful faces, while they thanked their Heavenly Father.
I was so touched by people like Larry Benderman who promised financial assistance even as the hurricane was still rampaging and
devastating the country. It is men like this that make me want to do more even when I am weak with fever. Thank you all others who were
almost as fast as Larry.
God bless you,
Joe Worndle

